




Contents

HE EXAMPLES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
HE EVALUAION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
HE SAISICS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
HE DISHONESY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

3





movemen. Tough heir daa show no general patern and a
mix o posiive and negaive resuls, hey ry o obscure hose
acs in he absrac by leading wih a couple cherry-picked
examples o movemens where he armed ank had a negaive
eec, and hen insising ha he posiive eecs o he armed
ank in many oher cases were “despie” and no “because o”
hese armed anks.

THE DISHONESTY

Tedishonesy o his approach o he difcul quesionswe
grapple wih in social movemens is disressing, and evenmore
so when i comes rom highly paid academics and governmen
agens who are no hemselves involved in social movemens
and are no ghing or heir own digniy, reedom, or well
being.

In ac, i smacks o earlier Deense Deparmen inerven-
ions in social movemens o peddle nonviolence, as when i
was revealed ha Gene Sharp proégé and Opor ounder Srdja
Popovic was working or he Sraor global securiy company
o use nonviolen campaigns o overhrow governmens hos-
ile o US elie ineress.

As we go orward ino he difcul imes ahead, we need
o remember our own hisories, we need o hold high he
examples o he George Floyd uprising and Sanding Rock, and
we need o remember earlier movemens like he long hisory
o resisance agains slavery and segregaion, he workers’
sruggles ha led o wha ew labor proecions we have
oday, he Sonewall Rios and anicolonial sruggles across
he world. No he whiewashed versions sold back o us, bu
he acual, complex memories o hose who paricipaed.

Collecive memory does no give us convenien saisics,
bu i will give us clear lessons abou wha works and wha we
need o do o make our movemens sronger.
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For decades, police and prison aboliioniss have repeaed
he same argumen: police and prisons do no preven violence,
healhy communiies do. Ye, i was no unil he mass upris-
ings in hundreds o ciies across he counry in response o
he murder o George Floyd when, suddenly, aboliionis ideas
were propelled o he oreron o he American imaginaion.
A counerhegemonic and poliically radical viewpoin became
perplexingly commonsensical overnigh.

Impaien poliicians, including Minnesoa Governor im
Walz and Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey, poined o he
disproven “ouside agiaor” myh in a desperae atemp
o delegiimize he proess. Media and poliicians okenize
“Black leadership” a he service o he ruling class, plaorming
esablishmen groups ha argue milian resisance somehow
deracs rom he Black liberaion message.

In he essay ha ollows, Peer Gelderloos, auhor o sev-
eral books including How Nonviolence Protects the State and
Anarchy Works, addresses he shorcomings o a well-known
sudy by Erica Chenoweh and Maria Sephan promoing non-
violence, darling o paciss, poliicians and boh progressive
and corporae media. In 2013, he criiqued he sudy’s awed
mehodology ha uses saisics o “obscure complex realiies,”
which, according o Gelderloos, “became popular because i o-
ers a very comorable view o social change ha allows whie
aciviss o preserve heir privilege and physical saey…”

His revamped analysis is conexualized or he curren
momen. Following susained, milian resisance alongside
massive demonsraions in Porland, Seatle, San Francisco,
Los Angeles, Washingon D.C., and Philadelphia, ciy councils
have moved oward deunding he police, and Minneapolis
may abolish is orce enirely.

Having seen he power o a diversiy o acics and he
sae’s coninual prioriizaion o pro over people during he
pandemic, Gelderloos’ rebutal is even more compelling his
ime around.
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— Ella Fassler

I is probably no coincidence ha in he wake o he George
Floyd uprising he saisical sudy by poliical scieniss Erica
Chenoweh and Maria Sephan abou he supposed eecive-
ness o nonviolence is once again making he rounds. Tis up-
rising conclusively demonsraed ha police are only held ac-
counable or heir murders when people rise up, rio, and gh
back, or when recen experience makes i clear people will do
so i no accounabiliy measures are immediaely orhcoming.

Only in he ace o a major, counrywide rebellion were
longsanding demands or police aboliion ever given consid-
eraion by he general public. In ac, in he early days o he
revol i was widely undersood ha an insisence on nonvi-
olence was a condemnaion o he movemen and a way o
proecing he police and delegiimizing he anger ha whie
supremacy provokes.

Te Chenoweh and Sephan sudy has been circulaed in
oher social movemens as well, being mos ervenly adoped
by Exincion Rebellion, he mediaic mass movemen ha in-
jeced pacism ino he climae sruggle a a ime when wo
o he mos visible sies o ecological resisance were Sanding
Rock and Le ZAD. More and more people were realizing ha
he ecological crisis is very much a human issue, ha Indige-
nous peoples are a he oreron o he resisance, ha ecology
is complex and amospheric carbon is jus one par o an iner-
locking web o disasers, and ha direc acion ges he goods.

Sanding Rock spurred a wave o similar encampmens ha
acually sopped pipeline consrucion projecs wihou eras-
ing he experiences o colonized and racialized people. Le ZAD
achieved he cancellaion o a major new airpor and also un-
dermined he liberal idea ha o proec naure we mus sepa-
rae ourselves rom i.
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Such operaional successes occur among violen
campaigns occasionally, bu nonviolen cam-
paigns are more likely o produce loyaly shis.
Alhough in he quaniaive sudy hese ndings
are qualied by daa consrains, our case sudies
reveal ha hree violen campaigns were unable
o produce meaningul loyaly shis among
opponen elies, whereas such shis did occur as
a resul o nonviolen acion in he Philippines
and Eas imor.

o pu i more plainly, hese “daa consrains” are a lack
o daa supporing heir argumen, or “insignican eecs” as
hey admi laer. Te hree case sudies hey call in o save he
day are hree examples cherry-picked ou o 323 o prove he
poin hey are rying o make.

We can do beter: resisance agains he US invasion o
Vienam, resisance agains he Sovie invasion o Aghanisan,
parisan resisance during World War II in Yugoslavia and in
Ialy and he anarchis resisance in Ukraine during he Rus-
sian Civil War. Five examples o armed movemens provoking
deecions or muinies among he armies sen o crush hem,
all o hem more deniive and on a higher scale han he
“loyaly shis” provoked in he Philippines and Eas imor.
In one paragraph summing up her research, Chenoweh
acknowledges ha he impac o a “violen wing” on he
success raes o a movemen is “no saisically signican”
and hen in he nex paragraph says ha “he mos roubling
possibiliy is ha he armed wing will reduce he movemen’s
chances o success.” Laer, she assers ha “an armed wing can
reduce popular participation [her emphasis]” even hough her
own daa do no suppor his asserion.

Incidenally, Chenoweh and Kur Schock produced a sudy
in 2015 o 106 cases o measure he “armed ank eec,” he
eec ha an armed secor or organizaion can have on a wider
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For example, hey cie psychological sudies on individual
decision-making, wih he unspoken assumpion ha complex
social conics beween insiuions and heerogeneous popu-
laions will ollow he same paterns.Tey provide no evidence
or key argumens like “he public is more likely o suppor a
nonviolen campaign” nor do hey inerrogae he gure o “he
public.” Tey also make convenien use o non sequiurs, as in
he ollowing paragraph:

Second, when violen insurgens hreaen he
lives o regime members and securiy orces, hey
grealy reduce he possibiliy o loyaly shis.
Abrahms nds ha erroris groups argeing
civilians lose public suppor compared wih
groups ha limi heir arges o he miliary or
police.

All he subsequen argumens in he paragraph, which are
rheorical argumens lacking any documenaion or daa, reer
o he opic senence o he paragraph. All o hem are inended
o convince readers ha so-called violen movemens are less
eecive a provoking deecion or “loyaly shis” among sae
orces.

Te only senence ha makes any reerence o evidence is
he second one, quoed above. Bu noice how Abrahms’ sudy
acually has nohing o do wih he opic senence, no bearing
on he quesion o deecion nor he variable violence/nonvio-
lence, bu raher only addresses violen groups, disinguishing
beween hose ha do and do no arge civilians.

Elsewhere in he sudy, he auhors ambiguously admi
ha he saisics do no reveal more deecions in he ace o
nonviolen movemens, bu hey srucure he enire aricle
o hide ha inconvenience and advance heir preconceived
argumens:
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In my 2013 book, Te Failure of Nonviolence, I included a
rebutal o Chenoweh’s and Sephan’s sudy, which had been
spreading like wildre hrough progressive and corporae me-
dia alike, making atracive claims ha nonviolen movemens
gain our imes as many paricipans, are wice as likely o suc-
ceed and can riumph wih jus 3.5 percen o he populaion.
Noably, none o hese media linked o he acual sudy or re-
viewed he mehodology used.

In ac, he sudy’s daa and mehodology are exremely
awed. Bu i never became popular because o is qualiy. I
became popular because i oers a very comorable view o
social change ha allows whie aciviss o preserve heir priv-
ilege and physical saey, and ha proecs he owners o cor-
porae media rom he desrucive, rioous uprisings ha have
been a principal means o he downrodden hroughou hisory
o respond when degradaion, oppression, povery and indig-
niy reach a boiling poin.

THE EXAMPLES

Chenoweh and Sephan compiled a lis o 323 major non-
violen campaigns or violen conics rom 1900 o 2006. Te
selecion process hey used is rie wih problems.Te examples
o nonviolen campaigns were urnished by expers in nonvio-
lence, all o whom are also proponens o nonviolence. Tey
do no include nonviolen campaigns ha never go o he
ground, polie proes movemens ha wihered away beore
hey even go sared.

Tey do, however, include movemens ha were no acu-
ally nonviolen, movemens ha drew much o heir srengh
rom major rios and armed wings, like he Civil Righs move-
men in he US, he ani-Aparheid movemen in Souh Arica
and he movemen or independence in India.
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Proponens o nonviolence, reecing a privileged perspec-
ive, also end o nauralize or invisibilize sae violence. People
arming hemselves or sel-deense is discouraged, bu a mili-
ary inervenion or police proecion is considered compaible
wih nonviolence. For example, he movemen in Eas imor is
claimed as a vicory or nonviolence, even hough inernaional
“peacekeepers” had o be sen in o proec he proesers.

o selec he examples o “violen” movemens hey in-
ended o conras agains hese supposedly, bu no acually,
peaceul movemens, Chenoweh and Sephan made no eor
o conac proponens o a diversiy o mehods in social
movemens. (Tere are very ew proponens o “violence”
per se, as i is an inaccurae dichoomy ha seems only o
exis in he minds o paciss, as well as in he sel-ineresed
vocabularies o governmen spokespeople.) Insead, hey
replace he subjecive crierion used o selec members o he
nonviolen group wih an objecive crierion or he violen
group: in shor, hey ake all armed conics wih more han
1,000 comba deahs.

Tey are essenially comparing a whiewashed lis o he
greaes vicories o nonviolence agains a lis o major wars.
o say his is a case o apples and oranges is a severe undersae-
men.Wha i is no is a comparison beween social movemens
using dieren mehods o achieve heir goals, even hough he
sudy has been raudulenly paraded hrough he world’s me-
dia as jus ha.

THE EVALUATION

Subsequenly, hey run heir skewed collecion o samples
hrough a meaningless evaluaion, asking, were hese move-
mens “successul,” “parially successul,” or “ailed.” Tey do
no dene “success” or “ailure” and hey also evince a belie
ha social movemens end o have consensus around wha
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heir goals are. Prety much everyone who has ever parici-
paed in a social movemen knows his is no he case.

Incidenally, Sephan and Chenoweh are no social move-
men paricipans, hey are highly remuneraed academics, and
Sephan worked or he US Deense Deparmen — also con-
neced o Gene Sharp’s work on nonviolence — and NAO.

I is sae o assume ha he goals hey rae as belonging o
he enire movemen represen he mos supercial, reormis
secors o hose movemens. For example, hey rae he “Color
Revoluions” o Ukraine, Lebanon, Georgia and Serbia as suc-
cesses. Tese movemens were spurred by a diverse mix o is-
sues relaing o qualiy o lie as well as poliical expression,
wih governmen corrupion and worsening economic condi-
ions being requenly cied complains.Tey succeeded in op-
pling he governmens in power a he ime, hough in every
case, poor economic condiions persised and many o he new
governmens were plagued by corrupion scandals and low ap-
proval raings wihin a year or wo o assuming power. Inci-
denally, all he major Color Revoluions occurred in counries
ha were close o Moscow, and hey brough in governmens
closer o he EU and Washingon. So really, hese supercial
revoluions were only successul or he NAO bloc and he
poliicians who rode heir coatails o power.

THE STATISTICS

Tough he way he saisics are produced eecively ren-
ders hem meaningless, Sephan and Chenoweh engage in a
number o manipulaions when presening heir work so as o
encourage nonviolen conclusions even when heir own daa
do no suppor hem. Tey end o ocus on deailed expla-
naions o heir hypoheses and pseudo-logical argumens or
why heir hypoheses mus be correc.
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